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The fury of the Barbarians con Id not be appeased : they recalled the fact that many of their numbers who had set out for Carthage had not returned : doubtless they had been killed. So much injustice exasperated them, and they began to pull up their tent pegs, roll up their mantles, bridle their horses, each one taking his casque and sword; and in an instant all was ready. Those who did not possess weapons dashed into the woods to cut bludgeons.
Day dawned: the people of Sicca awoke, and bestirred themselves in the streets to witness the evacuation.
" They go to Carthage!" it was said; and the rumour ran like wild-fire, spreading throughout the country.
Prom every pathway, from every ravine, men sprang forth. Herdsmen could be seen descending the mountains, running breathlessly. When the Barbarians had gone Spendius made the circuit of the plain to reconnoitre, mounted on a Punic stallion, accompanied by his slave, who led a third horse. A single tent remained on the field. Spendius entered it, exclaiming:
" Up, master !   Awake !   We go !"
"Where do we go ?" demanded Matho.
"To Carthage 1'" cried Spendius.
Mdtho bounded on to the horse held by the slave at the entrance.